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THE POTENTIAL OF NATURAL GAS THE POTENTIAL OF NATURAL GAS 

Cleaner fuel 

Abundant 

Efficient production/delivery system 

New technologies 

Can and must be a major contributor
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GAS CONSUMPTION COULD GROW BY MORE GAS CONSUMPTION COULD GROW BY MORE 
THAN 20% BY 2020 THAN 20% BY 2020 
Gas Consumption 

(Trillion Cubic Feet, Tcf) 
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US NATURAL GAS PRODUCTION US NATURAL GAS PRODUCTION 
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INDUSTRY AVERAGE FINDING & INDUSTRY AVERAGE FINDING & 
DEVELOPMENT COST: NATURAL GAS DEVELOPMENT COST: NATURAL GAS 

(TRAILING 5 YEAR MOVING AVERAGE) (TRAILING 5 YEAR MOVING AVERAGE) 
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MAJOR PORTIONS OF THE GAS RESOURCE MAJOR PORTIONS OF THE GAS RESOURCE 
BASE ARE NOT ACCESSIBLE BASE ARE NOT ACCESSIBLE 

Approximately 29 trillion cubic feet (TCF) of the Rockies gas resources are closed to 
development and 108 TCF are available with restrictions.
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CANADA CANADA 
DRY GAS PRODUCTION AND US PIPELINE EXPORTS DRY GAS PRODUCTION AND US PIPELINE EXPORTS 

Source:  Lippman Consulting, Inc. 
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ALASKA ALASKA
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EXISTING AND PROPOSED NORTH AMERICAN LNG TERMINALS EXISTING AND PROPOSED NORTH AMERICAN LNG TERMINALS
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LOWER LOWER­ ­48 DRY GAS PRODUCTION VS. 48 DRY GAS PRODUCTION VS. 
DRY GAS PRODUCTIVE CAPACITY DRY GAS PRODUCTIVE CAPACITY 
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NYMEX NATURAL GAS NYMEX NATURAL GAS 
SPOT MONTH SETTLEMENT SPOT MONTH SETTLEMENT 
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NATURAL GAS HOME HEATING COSTS NATURAL GAS HOME HEATING COSTS 
COMPARED TO HEATING DEGREE DAYS COMPARED TO HEATING DEGREE DAYS 
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CONCLUSIONS CONCLUSIONS 
Natural gas can be a major part of solution 
ØNot a silver bullet 
ØCoupled with other contributors – conservation, 
efficiency, IGCC, nuclear, cleaner cars 

Potential won’t be realized without supply/price 
resolution 
ØLack of public support 
ØLack of political support 
ØLack of industry support 

Reducing environmental and other roadblocks can 
produce environmental benefits
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